
EXPLORING social problems

Support of the Legalization of Marijuana

Figure 12.5   �Percentage who support legalization 
of marijuana, 2003, 2010, and 2014

SOURCE: Adapted from Saad 2014. 
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Figure 12.6   �Percentage who support legalization 
of marijuana, by political views, 
2010, 2012, and 2014

SOURCE: Adapted from Saad 2014. 
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Figure 12.7  �Percentage who support legalization of 
marijuana by age cohort, 2014

SOURCE: Adapted from Motel 2014.
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WHAT DO YOU THINK?
Though general support for the legalization of 
marijuana has shifted in recent years (refer to 
Figure 12.5), there is still some variation by social 
groups (refer to  
Figures 12.6 and 12.7).

Based on Figure 12.6, compare the 
differences in legalization support for the three 
groups presented. Which group’s level of 
support changed the most? Which group’s level 
of support changed the least?

How would you describe the difference 
in legalization support by generational group 
(Millennials born 1981–1998, Gen X born 1966–
1980, Boomers born 1948–1964, and Silent 
born 1928–1945) as reported in Figure 12.7? 
How does age affect level of support?

From a sociological perspective, how are 
attitudes about marijuana legalization dependent 
upon social or structural factors?


